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Fall 2017

Mr. Smith
Room: F-101
Contact Information
E-mail:				bsmith@usd266.com
Class Website:		smithmavscience.weebly.com
School:			462-8000 
Planning Time: 		3rd Block (11:50am – 1:15pm)
Feel free to contact me… I am here to help you succeed!!!







The following information is designed to help you be successful in your Earth Science class.
Course Description
This Earth Science course is part of a Kansas State Pathway, which means you have the potential to earn college credit.  With that in mind, you are expected to work hard, stay engaged and always do your best.  Earth Science addresses topics that have an impact on our lives and our World.  Topics covered include climate change, solar fusion and universe formation theories, fracking, and asteroid detection/destruction.







[bookmark: _GoBack]Grading Scale:
A	93% - 100% 	C	73%-76%
A-	90%-92%		C-	70%-72%
B+	87% - 89% 		D+	67% - 69%
B	83%-86% 		D	64%-66%
B-	80%-82% 		D-	60%-63%
C+	77% - 79%		F	Below 60%					


Basis of Student Evaluation:
1st Term		   2nd Term
30%	Unit Exams              30%
10%	Homework/Stretchers  10%
30%	Quizzes	          20%
30%	Labs		          30%
-------	Final Exam               10%







Respect
· This class is built on respect and acceptance.  I will never judge you.
· Expect me to always show you respect.  I expect the same in return.  
· Respect your peers.  They deserve to be treated the way you want to be treated.
· We are all in this together.

Expectations/Consequences
· Only do things that furthers your learning.
· Only do things that allow others to further their learning.
· Consequences for not following these expectations could include: warning, detention, call to parent, and/or referral to office.
·       You are expected to follow the Acceptable Use Policy as outlined in your agenda.

Exams/Quizzes 
· There will be either a quiz or exam given every week. (Usually on Fridays… This is an opportunity to find out what you have learned and what you still need to learn... it is not punishment!!!)
· Pop quizzes are possible at any time.
· All students will be given the opportunity to do corrections on exams if the unit study guide is completed BEFORE the unit exam.  Students can get up to 10% added to their exam grade by doing corrections.

Mobile Devices (Cell Phones/iPads/iPods) 	
We will be using mobile devices in class for many activities, but you will know when to bring them and use them.
· IF YOU USE A MOBILE DEVICE DURING CLASS WITHOUT PERMISSION, IT WILL BE CONFISCATED AND TURNED INTO THE FRONT OFFICE. No Warnings!
· It does not matter if you are texting a parent, texting a friend, or texting the President… the device will be turned into the office!  Use the devices during passing period, but not in the classroom UNLESS instructed.
· If it is an emergency, tell Mr. Smith BEFORE you use the device so arrangements can be made for its use.
· Mr. Smith will make it clear when it is acceptable to use your mobile device.

Homework
· Late homework will be accepted at 50% credit.  
· Late homework for any unit will not be accepted after the unit ends. 
· If you are absent the day an assignment is due, the Maize Student Handbook allows you “the day you were absent plus 1 day” to turn it in.
· If you are absent the day an assignment is handed out, you must come see Mr. Smith for the assignment.  You will be given the same amount of time as the rest of the class to complete the assignment.

Course Outline
	Unit 1: Universe & Earth Formation

	Solar Energy, HR Diagrams, Universe Formation

	Orbital Motion & Eccentricity

	Radiometric Dating & Geologic Time Scale

	Unit 2: Earth’s Systems

	Thermal Convection, Plate Movement vs. Features

	Biogeology, Energy Distribution, Climate

	Unit 3: Natural Resources & Hazards

	Human Impact on Earth, Earth Impact on Humans

	Resource Sustainability

	Final Exam
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